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On 26 June 2010, the LDA held an information session about their proposal to sell 
two of the three Hawker car-parking areas (Blocks 8 and 10 of Section 34) for 
erection of buildings up to four-storeys in height and comprising shops, offices and 
flats.  A petition table was set up adjacent to the LDA display that day and two 
community meetings have been held subsequently, on 8 July and 14 July.  The 
majority opinion was overwhelmingly against the development.  The main concerns 
are: 
 
• The Hawker shopping centre was designed as an Intermediate Centre.  It has 

less than half the land area of either of the nearby Group Centres, Jamison and 
Kippax.  Provision had been made for four public car parks, three of which were 
constructed by 1983 and the fourth is now the site of the Medical Centre.  
Accordingly, the developers of the existing shops were not required to provide 
further on-site parking.  They are serviced only by the public carparks.  These, 
after 35 years, finally have mature trees, many of which will be lost.  Efforts to 
replace the 179 parking spaces lost to construction will inevitably result in 
dangerous, cramped and crowded conditions in the remaining carpark and 
surrounding streets.  The consultant's designs prove this. 

• Most of that part of Hawker within one kilometre of the shops was designated 
by the ABS in 2001 as high density (3,000 or more per sq km), comprising 
22.8% of the total housing in the suburb in 2006.  Page was then 35.5% 
medium density (2,000-3,000 per sq km), Scullin 27% and Weetangera 8.6%.  
Total population in the catchment area at the 2006 census was 10,860.  
Alienation of the carparks to build forty flats that will probably house about 80 
people on average, does very little to reduce urban sprawl, while creating great 
inconvenience for other people using the shopping centre from the catchment 
area and from across Belconnen. 



• No study has been made of current usage of the centre and no consideration 
has been taken of the needs of older residents and newly-arrived young 
families.  At times in winter, it can be too cold to wait for the half-hourly bus and, 
in summer, it can be too hot to walk.  Cars have to be accommodated 
adequately. 

• No retail study has been undertaken to ascertain whether there is a need for 
further retail space in the area at this point in time (Chief Minister 15 March 
2010).  The market may decide the development is economically viable on the 
basis of the office and residential components alone.  Existing traders may be 
enticed to move to the new retail premises.  Given recent expansion of the 
Belconnen Mall, Jamison and Kippax, there is a danger the old shops will 
remain empty and become vandalised, thus reducing the amenity of the 
environs for the local people. 

• There is also a danger that the construction phase (estimated to be at least 
two-years), along with the reconfiguration of the car parking arrangements, will 
cause people to shop elsewhere and some small businesses may not be able 
to survive.  It takes a lot of time for people to change their shopping habits, 
therefore, it may well take up to three years for people to return after the work is 
completed.  The pharmacy, in particular, has strong competition from the 
Discount Pharmacy in nearby Macquarie.  Its loss would be a significant 
disadvantage.  

• Blocks 8 and 10 are zoned CZ3 which has a maximum building height of two 
storeys (R26). 

• The LDA decided prior to February 2009 that it wanted to sell these blocks, 
without consulting affected residents or, indeed, even considering the effects on 
those residents.  Subsequent attempts to overcome the objections have only 
dealt with trying to replace the lost car-parking spaces.  Earlier consultation 
may have saved much lost time and effort. 


