
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE HAWKER SHOPS 
 
 
 
The first buildings in Hawker were the Belconnen High School and the Belconnen Way Hotel.  
Residential sites started being released in 1971.  Belconnen consisted then of Aranda, Cook, 
Macquarie, Page, Scullin, Higgins, Weetangera and Hawker.  The main shopping centre for 
these suburbs was Jamison and early Hawker residents had to use the Weetangera shops as 
their local shops for some years.  A map provided about 1971 showed the following design 
for the proposed Hawker shopping centre. 
 

 
 

Proposed Plan of Hawker Shops 1971 

The current shops are located on section 33, 
just south of Belconnen Way.  Within that, 
there appear to be book-end carparks fronting 
onto Beetaloo Street and Springvale Drive, 
respectively.  Section 34, which currently 
contains KFC, carparks and the Shell service 
station, was not marked for development 
other than a small block right in the centre.   
 
The main difference from today is that the 
three blocks between Coniston and Bonrook 
Streets, south of the current carparks, were 
designated as part of the shopping centre, i.e. 
sections 35, 36 and 37.   
 
The first supermarket in Hawker was opened 
in 1976  in  premises  comprising the two 
shops now occupied by the dry cleaners and 
the Vietnamese bread shop.  It  ceased  to 
operate  there once the current  supermarket  
building was constructed near the hotel.   

 
The next stage of the centre after 1983 involved the construction of shops in the arcade west 
towards the (then non-existent) medical centre (from the central plaza between the current 
two Chinese restaurants).  None of these western shops have ever contained a retail business, 
except for the restaurant.  These shopfronts have always been used as offices.  Other office 
buildings were subsequently built near them. 
 
By 1983, planners had recognised that there was insufficient market to sustain further shops 
in the Hawker Centre, and the southern section between Coniston and Bonrook Streets ceased 
being reserved for retail or service activity.  It was, instead, zoned for medium density 
residential development.  The service station had been built at one end of section 34 by this 
time and the KFC site was not yet leased.  Apart from a small central area where the toilet 
block and grassy patch now are, the rest of the space in section 34 had been developed as two 
carparks.   
 



The current medical centre site was designated in 1983 for future development for carparking, 
as and when required.  In 1990, this site was leased for construction of the medical centre.  
This left no easily accessible carparking near the church and only a small amount of parking 
on the medical centre site.  The church and the various businesses in the Hawker shops had 
not been required to provide any on-site parking when they were developed, as public 
parking was to be provided to meet demand. 
 

 
 

Hawker shops 1983 

 
By the beginning of the 21st century, the shops in sections 33 and 34 included: 

• IGA supermarket; 
• post office; 
• pharmacy; 



• TAB; 
• butcher; 
• newsagent; 
• dry cleaners; 
• two large restaurants (Rocksalt and Beijing House) and two small restaurants (Canton 

Inn and Italian); 
• three takeaways (Cookery Nook, Latasia and KFC); 
• two bakeries; 
• bookshop; 
• video shop; 
• a hairdresser and a tanning salon. 

 
Section 34 is a much shallower strip of land than the four sections originally planned for 
commercial development (sections 33, 35, 36 and 37).  It measures approximately 50 metres 
wide by 200 metres long and appears to have been designed for parking originally.  Under the 
Territory Plan, there is now no specific designation for carparks.  Carparks are zoned 
according to the area in which they are located.  Thus, the carparks on blocks 8 and 10 of 
section 34 in Hawker are zoned CZ3 for Commercial – Services, which includes the service 
station and KFC.  The only other carpark, adjacent to IGA, is zoned CZ1 – Retail Core.  The 
soccer club, hotel and church are zoned CZ2 – Business Area.   
 
Because of its convenient location adjacent to two arterial roads, Belconnen Way and 
Springvale Drive, combined with the availability of ample parking, Hawker has been able to 
capture out-of-area expenditure.  Other factors in its favour include the Belconnen Soccer 
Club, the Medical Centre, chemist and restaurants, which also draw custom from beyond the 
immediate catchment of Hawker, Page, Scullin and Weetangera.   
 
Much of the time, the three carparks are only about 50% used.  At certain times, however, 
they are 100% full, such as when there is a large funeral at the church or when there is a 
major function at the soccer club.  A crucial factor in capturing trade from residents of other 
parts of Belconnen is the sure knowledge that easy parking will be available.  This enables 
people to stop at the shops en route to other places and to efficiently perform multiple tasks in 
one trip.  Many vehicles, therefore, only stop briefly in the carparks before moving off again.  
If visits were longer, the carparks would be more fully utilised than now appears.  
 
The Hawker Centre can be reached on foot and by car or bus.  It is currently serviced by four 
regular weekday bus services – 17, 44, 73 and 74, as well as two peak-hour services – 703 
and 704. 
 

• Route 17 runs between Kippax and Belconnen through Hawker at roughly half-hour 
intervals. 

• Route 44 is the same but runs down Belconnen Way, not through Hawker. 
• Routes 73 and 74 are loop services running through the nearby suburbs to Jamison, 

Calvary Hospital and Belconnen.  There are four services per day in each direction.  
These are the only bus routes linking Page and Scullin to the Hawker shops. 

• Route 703 has five morning and afternoon services between Barton and Fraser, via 
Russell Offices.  It runs down Belconnen Way. 

• Route 704 is the same route as 703 but comprises two morning services and one 
evening service that run through Hawker. 



 
In 1999, the ACT Government made available a sum of money to upgrade the public areas of 
the Hawker Centre.  Firstly, the plaza between the two Chinese restaurants and near the video 
shop was repaved and new seats installed around a shade tree.  A few years later, the paving 
in the rest of the shops was redone and the pergolas and seats in the plaza near the 
supermarket were replaced.  Traffic calming features were installed on Hawker Place, 
including a raised pedestrian crossing, similar to the one installed near the supermarket to the 
carpark.  Lights were replaced.  About five years ago, the playground equipment was 
replaced and rubber installed beneath it.  Finally, the carparks were resealed.  This was the 
only poor-quality work.  Recently, a concrete pillar for posters was erected near the 
pedestrian crossing into the IGA carpark. 
 
The most recent development has been the construction between the shops and Belconnen 
Way of a building comprising nineteen apartments and one small shop (55 m²).  The building 
reaches to within three metres of a large stormwater sump opposite the underpass to Page and 
St Matthew’s School. 


